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CORONAVIRUS — ANZAC DAY SERVICES 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [2.19 pm]: Anzac Day on 25 April is a most 
important day in our national civic calendar. The importance of coming together in recognition of the sacrifice 
made by our nation’s service men and women should never diminish. However, with the continually evolving impact 
that COVID-19 is having on the commonwealth and in the interest of public safety, it has been determined that all 
Anzac Day services will be cancelled for 2020. This is the first time this has happened since the Second World War. 

With the concurrence of RSLWA and its state president, Peter Aspinall, following the decision of the Prime Minister 
and Premier Mark McGowan to ban gatherings of 500 people or more, the traditional Anzac Day 2020 services in 
the Perth CBD, including the Kings Park dawn service, the street parade and the commemorative service, will not 
take place. I can also inform the house that RSLWA has communicated to all its 125 sub-branches throughout 
Western Australia that they are not to conduct services in the current environment. Our veterans are some of the 
most vulnerable to the impacts of COVID-19 and ensuring their safety should always be our first priority. 

Western Australia is not making this decision in isolation, as these measures are being adopted throughout the 
commonwealth in the best interests of our nation’s citizens. Alternative arrangements are currently being developed 
both in conjunction with the national Veterans Ministerial Council and also RSLWA to ensure that a commemoration 
of Anzac Day will occur in some form. The federal Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and the Australian War Memorial 
are establishing a clear framework and guidance around Anzac Day services, and I will endeavour to keep the 
house informed of those developments. 
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